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journal homepage: http: / /www.derm-sinica.comEDITORIALBringing colors to our specialtyDermatology is a specialty that is ﬁlled with opportunities for
clinical physicians and basic scientists. This special issue on
pigmentary disorders contains intriguing clinical and academic
work that reminds us why we are drawn to dermatology and
why we immerse ourselves in academic research.
Skin color represents a critical sociocultural characteristic. Devi-
ation from the expected normal pigmentation status, whether it be
too much (hyperpigmentation) or too little (hypopigmentation),
can cause considerable stress to those affected. The melanocyte
(cell responsible for melanin production) is the key player in the
pigmentation process. In this issue of Dermatologica Sinica, Profes-
sor Hirobe takes another angle and describes how keratinocytes
regulate melanocyte function.1 With regard to treatment, Shin
and Park review the current clinical use of depigmenting agents
and demonstrate how laboratory work may assist in introducing
more effective depigmenting therapies.2 Clinically, children with
unexpected skin tone often pose a diagnostic challenge. Professor
Taıeb and his team present a wonderful review that focuses on
the diagnosis of hyperpigmentation disorders in children.3
Also in this issue of the Journal, Al-Jamal et al from Professor
Lim's team discuss the assessment methods for topical photopro-
tection, photoprotective agents, the controversy surrounding
vitamin D and photoprotection, and photodamage as it pertains
to ethno-racial populations.4 Zhang and Xiang review the genetic
susceptibility to vitiligo from recent genome-wide association
studies derived from Chinese and Caucasian populations and pro-
vide important insights to the interpretation of these exciting re-
sults.5 Melasma is an acquired hyperpigmentary disorder that
affects the face. Professor Lee reviews the pathogenesis of melasma,
demonstrating the potential involvement of ion exchangers and
microRNAs.6 Finally, vitiligo is an important depigmentary disorder
that still frequently presents therapeutic challenges. Essien and
Harris review animal models used for vitiligo studies and address
the critical issue regarding relevance of animal models to actual hu-
man disease.7http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dsi.2014.11.002
1027-8117/Copyright © 2014, Taiwanese Dermatological Association. Published by ElsevAs clearly demonstrated in this special issue, the ﬁeld of derma-
tology is ﬁlled with opportunity. In the sector of pigmentary disor-
ders, one can appreciate the importance of clinical research:
making accurate diagnoses and providing effective care to our pa-
tients. Moreover, giving good and solid advice to the public with re-
gard to appropriate sun exposure would promote better health.
Academically, pigmentary disorder research is an exciting ﬁeld to
be involved in. Modern research techniques and methodologies
are now available for researchers focused on pigmentary disorders
to make path ﬁnding discoveries in a timely manner. We look for-
ward to having more colleagues join the community of pigmentary
disorder research and bring more colors into our specialty.
The editorial team of Dermatologica Sinica thank all the authors
for their contributions to make this special issue a great success.
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